
Product information brochure

Three Year Fixed Bond
A savings plan that gives you  
peace of mind 



Why Sheffield Mutual?
At Sheffield Mutual, we’ve been helping people make the 
most of their money for over 130 years. Our Three Year 
Fixed Bond offers more than just a competitive rate – it 
comes with the peace of mind that your money is in trusted 
hands. As a member-owned mutual, we’re proud to offer 
exceptional personal service. Whether you’re planning 
for the years ahead or simply looking for a reliable home 
for your money, with Sheffield Mutual, you can trust your 
savings are working hard for you – backed by a team who 
truly care. 

Risks you should be aware of:
•  No early withdrawals from the bond are allowed, 

except in the event of being diagnosed with a 
terminal illness after the start of the policy, or if 
you pass away before the maturity date

•  The benefit payable upon death or diagnosis of 
a terminal illness will be less than the amount 
guaranteed at maturity (please refer to page 4)

•  Inflation may erode the buying power of the 
cash lump sum

•  Tax treatment depends on individual 
circumstances and may be subject to change in 
future

Savings made simple, 
with people who put 
you first

Savings with a goal in mind

   Enjoy guaranteed growth: Lock your savings 
away for three years and benefit from a fixed 
rate of return.

  Start with confidence: Open with a single 
lump sum payment - choose an amount that 
works for you, from £1,000 - £200,000. 

  Fixed interest, no surprises: Your interest rate 
is fixed for the full term and compounded 
over the three years, providing stability and 
peace of mind (check our website for the most 
up to date rate).

  Simple and straightforward: A hassle-free 
way to secure your money and watch it grow, 
backed by a trusted mutual.

  Perfect for planners: Ideal for those who prefer 
certainty and want to plan ahead without the 
worry of fluctuating rates.
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What is the Three Year Fixed Bond?
A straightforward savings product that lets you lock away a 
lump sum for three years, earning a fixed rate of interest for 
the entire term.

How much can I invest in a Fixed Bond?
The bond is a single premium investment. The minimum 
amount is £1,000 and the maximum is £200,000 in any 
one calendar year (January to December) per individual, if 
held solely, or in the case of joint applications. No further 
payments can be made into an existing bond, but you can 
open other bonds.

Who can invest in a bond?
Anyone aged 18 or over who is able to invest a lump sum 
and leave it untouched for three years.

Can I invest in joint names? 
Yes, the bond can be held in joint names. 

Why choose Sheffield Mutual?
When you invest with Sheffield Mutual, you’re not just 
another customer— you’re part of a member-focused 
organisation with over 130 years of experience helping 
savers like you secure their financial goals. Here’s what 
makes us stand out:

   Exceptional service: We pride ourselves on delivering 
a truly personal touch. When you call us, you’ll speak 
to a real person who is here to help and answer 
your questions - no robots, no scripts, just genuine 
support.

   Member-owned and member-focused: As a mutual, 
we don’t have shareholders to pay. Instead, we 
reinvest surplus profits back into the organisation  
and return value to our members.

   Competitive rates: Our products are designed to help 
you get the most from your savings, offering security 
and competitive rates. 

   A heritage of trust: With over a century of experience, 
we’ve built a reputation for stability, reliability, and 
putting our members first.

   Peace of mind: Your money is secure with us, 
supported by our long-standing commitment  
to financial stability and careful stewardship.

When you choose Sheffield Mutual, you’re choosing a 
trusted partner who values you, not just your investment.

Where will my money be invested?
We invest in a range of different assets to maintain a 
diversified fund, which enables us to achieve the fixed 
return over the lifetime of your policy.  

Types of assets we invest in are:

  Shares of companies, we have exposure to 
UK based and overseas companies to provide 
diversification.

  Fixed interest investments, such as 
government gilts and corporate bonds.

  Cash
The proportion held in each of these will vary depending on 
market conditions. We seek to adopt an ethical approach 
to investing and it is our policy not to invest knowingly 
or directly in industries relating to armaments, tobacco, 
gambling or pornography.  

As a Three Year Fixed Bond policyholder, the maturity value 
of your plan is unaffected by the value of these investments. 

Can I make any withdrawals?
You can’t withdraw any money from your fixed bond until 
the end of the fixed term.

At the end of the fixed term, which is known as ‘maturity’, 
your options will be: 

1.   To roll over the matured funds into the latest fixed 
bond product (if available) or another Sheffield 
Mutual product

2.  To pay the funds into a bank account of your 
choosing (details will need to be provided at 
maturity)

3.   To hold the matured funds in a holding account, 
however no further interest will be paid

We will contact you one month before your fixed bond 
is due to mature. To ensure that we are sending any 
correspondence to the correct place, please let us know if 
any of your contact details change.

How is the interest calculated and paid? 
Interest is added on a compounding basis annually over the 
three years. Each year interest is calculated based upon the 
initial investment, plus any accrued interest from previous 
years (from year 2 onwards), this is then added annually 
until it reaches the final guaranteed maturity value.
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What happens if I die?
The bond is a long-term insurance policy. If you die  
before the maturity date, your estate will receive:

•  In year one (up to the first anniversary of you  
opening your policy) - initial investment

•  In year two (up to the second anniversary of you 
opening your policy) - initial investment plus 1%

•  In year three (up to the third anniversary of you  
opening your policy) - initial investment plus 2%

If the bond is a joint policy, the plan would continue in  
the second policyholder’s name.

What happens if I receive a terminal 
illness diagnosis?
If you (or either policyholder on a joint bond) are diagnosed 
with a ‘terminal illness’ during the life of your policy, we will 
pay the following amounts should you choose to make a 
claim, and is approved by our underwriters: 

•  In year one (up to the first anniversary of you  
opening your policy) - initial investment

•  In year two (up to the second anniversary of you 
opening your policy) - initial investment plus 1%

•  In year three (up to the third anniversary of you  
opening your policy) - initial investment plus 2%

Terminal illness is a definite diagnosis, by the attending 
consultant, or an illness that satisfies both of the following:

•  The illness either has no known cure or has progressed 
to the point where it cannot be cured: and

•  In the opinion of the attending consultant, the illness is 
expected to lead to death within 12 months.

All diagnoses and medical opinions must be given by a 
medical specialist who:

•  Is a specialist consultant in an area of medicine 
appropriate to the cause of the claim at a hospital in the 
UK, and

•  Is acceptable to our underwriters.

Can I cancel/surrender my plan?
This product is not considered suitable if you require access 
to the funds within the selected term as you cannot access 
the money in this bond until it reaches maturity after three 
years. The plan has no surrender value. If you wish to cancel 
your policy once you have opened it, you have 30 days from 
the day you receive your policy pack in which to change your 
mind.

Can I have an income from a fixed bond?
No, this bond does not provide any income during the term, 
but if you require income, please ask about our Income 
Bond.

Is there any tax liability?
The money you save is invested in a fund where basic rate 
tax may already be accounted for on any taxable gain, 
meaning there’s unlikely to be more to pay unless you are 
a higher-rate taxpayer or if the gain means that you move 
into a higher tax banding. However, such a gain could 
affect your liability if you qualify for age-related allowances, 
reliefs, or receive tax credits. In the event of your death, 
those inheriting your bond could be liable for inheritance 
tax and some income tax. 

This information is based on the Society’s understanding of 
current legislation and practice, which may change in the 
future.

Are there any charges?
The cost of setting up and administering the bond is 
factored into the guaranteed return set for this bond. No 
further charges or penalties will be applied during the term 
of the plan. 

What does it mean to be a member?
When you open a policy with Sheffield Mutual, you become 
more than just a saver—you become a member of our 
society. As a member-owned mutual, we’re here to benefit 
you, not shareholders. Here’s what membership means for 
you:

•  Exclusive benefits: As a member, you’ll have access to 
discretionary benefits such as optical and dental grants 
and our tell a friend scheme, which are designed to add 
extra value to your investment.

•  A voice that matters: Membership gives you the 
opportunity to have your say on how the Society is run. 
Your opinions help shape the future of Sheffield Mutual.

•  Belonging to a trusted community: You’ll be part of 
a mutual that has been supporting its members for 
over 130 years, prioritising their needs and providing 
exceptional service every step of the way.

At Sheffield Mutual, being a member means being at the 
heart of everything we do.

Where can I get further help or 
assistance?
Our friendly and knowledgeable team is here to help. Whilst 
we can’t offer financial advice, we’re more than happy to 
answer any questions you might have about our products 
and services. You can reach us by: 

  Phone: 01226 741 000

  Email: enquiries@sheffieldmutual.com

   Website chat: Prefer typing? Use the chat 
function on our website, where you’ll always 
speak to a real person.

If you’re unsure and need advice on whether this product 
is right for you, we recommend speaking to a qualified 
financial professional. Please note that seeking professional 
advice may involve a cost.
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How do I  
start my Three Year 
Fixed Bond?
Simply decide how much you would like to invest. You 
should then read the ‘all about us’ section in this booklet 
and the Key Information Document and, providing you do 
not need any advice, fully complete and return:

  The application form

  ‘Is this product right for me?’ questionnaire

  Client agreement / non-advised sale letter

to the address on the back of this brochure within seven 
working days to secure the rate. You can make a payment 
by debit card over the phone, or you can make a payment 
directly into our bank account (please see our website 
for account details), or with a cheque made payable to 
‘Sheffield Mutual’. You can also apply online at  
www.sheffieldmutual.com or give us a call and apply over 
the telephone.

Please ask for  
details of our  
other products, 
which include:

 Adult Savings Plans

 Children’s Savings Plans

 ISAs

 Junior ISAs

  Bonds

 Tax Exempt Savings Plans

 Life Insurance

Do I need to provide any additional 
information?
To comply with regulations, the Society will require 
confirmation of your identification and address. We’ll aim to 
do this using an electronic verification system, but reserve 
the right to ask for appropriate documentation from you, if 
this is not possible. 
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Some useful things  
to know...
Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society Ltd is authorised  
by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated  
by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential 
Regulation Authority.

You can find out more about us by looking at our entry on 
the Financial Service Register at https://register.fca.org.uk/ 
where our registration number is 139855.

We are an incorporated Friendly Society registered  
under the 1992 Friendly Societies Act and our number  
is 810F. For the purposes of the Insurance Distribution 
Directive we are classified as an insurance undertaking.  
For FSCS purposes our products are classed as   
long-term insurance.

Our registered address is 3 Maple Park, Maple Court, 
Wentworth Business Park, Tankersley, Barnsley, S75 3DP

How to contact us
Our telephone number is 01226 741 000 and our  
email address is enquiries@sheffieldmutual.com

Our postal address is Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society,  
3 Maple Park, Tankersley, Barnsley, S75 3DP

You may contact us in any way which is best for you,  
whether it is just to get more information or to apply  
for new policies with us.

About our service
We will always provide you with all the information you 
need about our products and services. We do that through 
this brochure, the conversations we have with you and by 
providing the Key Information Document for the product 
which you must read. The products Sheffield Mutual 
Friendly Society provide are the Society’s own products.

We are not a financial advice company and we do not make 
personal recommendations about the suitability of the 
product for you. Provided we are satisfied that the product 
meets your demands and needs, and it is not inappropriate 
for you to buy it, the information we give enables you to 
make your own informed decision to proceed with the 
purchase.

Our team, when they speak with you, ensure that you have 
all the information you need and are there to answer your 
questions openly and honestly.

Once a year we will issue you with an annual statement 
which will explain the financial value of your policy with us.

Every year we publish our Solvency and Financial Condition 
report on our website, the report can be found under the 
Corporate and Governance section.

We strive to always put your best interests first and as part of 
that the Board has established a Conflicts of Interest Policy 
to ensure we continuously try to identify any conflicts that 
may arise between us, our directors, our employees and 
representatives, you the customer and our other business 
connections.

We establish internal processes and procedures to manage 
possible conflicts and to ensure you will not suffer any 
detriment or disadvantage should a conflict of interest ever 
materialise. The full Policy can be sent to you by post on 
request.

How we remunerate our team
We take great care to ensure our employees are 
remunerated in ways which do not create any conflicts  
of interest for them or you, and we structure their pay  
so that there is no inducement for poor sales practices.

We do this by paying our employees salaries with a bonus 
element for successfully achieving business wide targets. 
These payments are made by Sheffield Mutual Friendly 
Society. We do not pay individual sales bonuses.

How we remunerate our third parties
When we receive your application for a product which has 
been referred to us by a third party (such as a financial 
adviser) we may pay them a referral fee. We may also pay 
a commission to a financial adviser who has arranged your 
policy without giving you a personal recommendation and 
has simply provided you with information about this service 
and assisted with your paperwork. If we pay such a fee the 
amount will be advised within your personal illustration 
before we process your application.

Your financial protection
We are covered by the Financial Services Compensation 
Scheme (FSCS) who you can write to at PO Box 300, 
Mitcheldean, GL17 1DY. Telephone 0800 678 1100.  
Further information is available on their website –  
http://www.fscs.org.uk or by clicking on the  
“FSCS protected” link on our website footer.

Some of the investments underlying this product are 
managed on behalf of Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society by 
professional investment managers, and they use nominees 
and custodians, in respect of investments purchased and 
held. The investment managers and their counterparts are 
not covered by the compensation scheme but were they to 
default, and this in turn caused Sheffield Mutual Friendly 
Society to default, then eligible claims may still be covered 
by the FSCS because your contract is with Sheffield Mutual 
Friendly Society. The FSCS does not cover losses arising 
purely from investment performance.
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Your data protection
We are registered with the Information Commissioners  
Office and our registration number is Z6719617.

We are committed to keeping your data safe and secure 
and we will only use it for the purposes you agreed 
to when you gave it to us. Our aim is to always put 
your interests first and we do that by adhering to the 
requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK 
GDPR.

Our full Privacy Statement can be found here  
www.sheffieldmutual.com/privacy-policy  
or we will supply a paper version if you ask us to.

Complaints
If you wish to make a complaint about us, or 
another person who sold or advised you on this 
product, then please contact us either in writing 
to: The Chief Executive, Sheffield Mutual Friendly 
Society, 3 Maple Park, Tankersley, Barnsley, S75 3DP, 
by telephone: 01226 741 000 or by email:  
enquiries@sheffieldmutual.com. 

A full explanation of our approach to complaints 
handling can be found on the Help and Support page of 
our website.

If you remain dissatisfied after we have given you our 
final response you may refer the matter to the Financial 
Ombudsman Service whose address is The Financial 
Ombudsman Service, Exchange Tower, London, E14 9SR  
and telephone number 0800 0234 567 or 0300 123 9123.

Quick and easy application  
process, get in touch today:

www.sheffieldmutual.com

Call our team on 01226 741 000
Calls may be monitored and recorded for your protection

enquiries@sheffieldmutual.com

Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society, 3 Maple Park,  
Maple Court, Wentworth Business Park,  
Tankersley, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S75 3DP

@sheffieldmutual
facebook.com/sheffieldmutual

@sheffieldmutual
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February 2025

Issued by Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society. Sheffield Mutual  
is the trading name of Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society Limited,  
3 Maple Park, Maple Court, Wentworth Business Park, Tankersley, 
Barnsley S75 3DP. The Society is incorporated and registered  
under the Friendly Societies Act 1992 (register no 810F) and is 
authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated  
by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation 
Authority (Financial Services Register Number 139855).Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm

www.sheffieldmutual.com

Call our team on 01226 741 000

Calls may be monitored and recorded for your protection

enquiries@sheffieldmutual.com



Key Information Document 

Three Year Fixed Bond 
 
 

Purpose 

This document provides you with key information about this investment product. It is not marketing material. The information is required by law 
to help you understand the nature, risks, costs, potential gains and losses of this product and to help you compare it with other products. 

Product 

The name of this product is the ‘Three Year Fixed Bond’. It is provided by Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society. Our website address, where you can 
find detailed information about us, is www.sheffieldmutual.com and our telephone number is 01226 741 000. We are supervised by the Financial 
Conduct Authority in respect of the production and delivery of this Key Information Document (KID). This KID was produced on 11th February 2025. 

What is this product? 

Type: It is a single premium investment which allows you to invest your money with a guaranteed return after three years. 

Objectives: The objective of this Bond is to provide you with a guaranteed amount after the three year term. 

Intended retail investor: The Fixed Bond is designed for investors over the age of 18 who have a lump sum of between £1,000 up to £200,000 to 
invest for the period of three years. They will be looking for a fixed return on their investment and do not need access to their money during the 
term of the plan. 

Insurance benefits and costs: The Bond also has life insurance. If you die or are diagnosed with a terminal illness during the term of the plan, an 
amount equal to the initial amount invested will be returned up to the first anniversary, the initial investment plus 1% up to the second 
anniversary and the initial investment plus 2% up to the maturity date. For joint life policies the death benefit is payable on the second death. The 
costs can be found below in the section “What are the costs?” 

What are the risks and what could I get in return?  

Summary Risk Indicator (SRI)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance information 

All Three Year Fixed Bond policyholders pay a single premium from £1,000 to £200,000 which we invest into our Fund. The Fund is a mix of assets. 
The Fund invests its financial assets with Russell Investments, the Society’s Outsourced Chief Investment Officer (OCIO). The OCIO invests in 
several diversified asset classes, including fixed interest, equities and alternative assets. As a Three Year Fixed Bond policyholder, the maturity 
value of your plan is unaffected by the value of this fund. 

Inflation may affect the value of your payout in the future.  

What could affect my return positively? 

The value of the plan at maturity, or in the event of a terminal illness diagnosis or death is guaranteed at the outset of the policy. 

What could affect my return negatively? 

The value of the plan at maturity, or in the event of a terminal illness diagnosis or death is guaranteed at the outset of the policy. 

Payouts in severely adverse market conditions 

As a policyholder of our Three Year Fixed Bond, your plan will be unaffected by market conditions.  

 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

Lower risk                         Higher risk 

The Summary Risk Indicator assumes you keep the plan for three years. 

The SRI is a guide to the level of risk of this product compared to other products and aims to show you how likely it is that the product will 
lose money because of movements in investment markets or because we are not able to pay you. 

We have classified this product as 3 out of 7, which is “medium low”. This rates potential losses from future performance as unlikely. 



What happens if Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society is unable to pay out? 
 
We are covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) who you can write to at PO Box 300, Mitcheldean, GL17 1DY. Telephone 
0800 678 1100. Further information is available on their website – www.fscs.org.uk or by clicking on the "FSCS protected" link on our website 
footer.  
 
This product is categorised as a long-term insurance policy and under the above compensation scheme eligible claims may be covered for up to 
100% should Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society default. Some of the investments underlying this product are managed on behalf of Sheffield 
Mutual Friendly Society by professional investment managers, and they use nominees and custodians, in respect of investments purchased and 
held. The investment managers and their counterparts are not covered by the compensation scheme but were they to default, and this in turn 
caused Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society to default, then you would still be covered by the FSCS because your contract is with Sheffield Mutual 
Friendly Society. The FSCS does not cover losses arising purely from investment performance. 
 
What are the costs? 
 
Table 1: Cost over time  
The Reduction in Yield (RIY) shows what impact the total costs you pay will have on the investment return you might get. The total costs take into 
account one-off, ongoing and incidental costs. 
 
The amounts shown here are the cumulative costs of the product itself, for three different holding periods. They include potential early exit 
penalties. The figures assume you invest £10,000. The figures are estimates and may change in the future.  
The figures shown include all the costs of the product itself but may not include all the costs that you pay to your advisor or distributor. The 
person selling you or advising you about this product may charge you other costs. If so, this person will provide you with information about these 
costs and show you the impact that all costs will have on your investment over time.  
      

Investment £10,000 
If cashed in after… 
Scenarios 

 
 

1 year 

 
 

3 years 

 
 

5 years  
(at the 

Recommended 
Holding Period) 

Total costs £0 £0 £0 

Impact on Return (RIY) each year 0% 0% 0% 

 

Table 2: Composition of Costs                 

The table below shows: 
– the impact each year of the different types of costs on the investment return you might get at the end of the recommended holding period; 
– the meaning of the different cost categories. 

This table shows the impact on return each year 

One-off costs 
Entry costs 0.0% The impact of the costs you pay when entering into your 

investment. 

Exit costs 0.0% The impact of the costs of exiting your investment when it 
matures. 

Ongoing costs 

Portfolio transaction costs 0.0% The impact of the costs of us buying and selling underlying 
investments for the product. 

Other ongoing costs 0.0% The impact of the costs that we take each year for managing 
your investments. 

Incidental costs Performance/other costs 0.0% This product does not have any performance or other 
incidental fees. 

 

 
How long should I hold it and can I take money out early? 

 
The Bond has a three year term and should be held for this full period. You are unable to surrender the plan during the term, no withdrawals are 
permitted during the term of the policy.  

 
How can I complain? 

 
If you wish to make a complaint about us, or another person who sold or advised you on this product, then please contact us either in writing to: 
The Chief Executive, Sheffield Mutual Friendly Society, 3 Maple Park, Maple Court, Wentworth Business Park, Tankersley, Barnsley, S75 3DP, by 
telephone: 01226 741 000 or by email: enquiries@sheffieldmutual.com. A full explanation of our approach to complaints handling can be found on 
our website at www.sheffieldmutual.com/how-to-make-a-complaint.  

 



Other relevant information 
 

Cancellation rights: After your proposal is accepted you will receive a notice of your right to cancel. You will then have 30 days in which to change 
your mind, and you will be returned any money you have paid, free of any charges. 

 
Law: In legal disputes the Law of England will apply. 

 
Legislation: All or any of the benefits, the premiums, or the policy conditions may be adjusted as deemed appropriate: 
• If there is any change in law or taxation affecting the policy 
• If any levy is imposed on the Society under statute or statutory authority 
• As a consequence of any amendment to general laws 

Notice would be given of any such adjustments. 
 
Solvency II Directive: We are required to provide you with easy access to a Solvency and Financial Condition Report and you can obtain this via 
our website at www.sheffieldmutual.com/corporate or by calling 01226 741 000. 
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